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IN THIS ISSUE 
• 2019 AGM Report  
• Message from our new Chairman 
• Appeal for a new GAM Editor 
• GAM Chief Observer’s message 
• IAM RoadSmart Guidance 
• Driving in Japan & a Hire car surprise 
• Chelsea Tractor or Laptop with wheels? 
• Our recent successes & IAM RoadSmart “GAM Scorecard” 

 
AGM Raffle result – GAM was delighted to raffle 4 places at the IAM 
RoadSmart track “Skills Day” to be held at Thruxton Race Circuit on 20th 
April 2020. The winners were Neil Fuller, Gerald Blues, John Harrison & Mike 
Hughes. Paul Wingrove also won a place from an earlier Portsmouth area 
raffle. Enjoy the experience! 
 
Editorial matters 

Welcome to the latest edition of our GAM Newsletter. In this edition we have 
as usual combined important GAM reports and association information, articles of 
interest and guidance generated by IAM RoadSmart. This edition has been sent to 
members as a pdf e-Newsletter. When you receive the e-version, please try printing 
it if you want to. In your pdf print dialogue box, you should see options to print it as 
an A5 booklet, or A4 double/single sided.  

Remember that we want to hear from you….. Letters, comments and articles 
should be sent to editor@guildford-iam.org.uk . 
Do you have a friend or relative who would benefit from our advice and guidance? 
How about a better driving course as a Christmas or birthday present for a partner or 
family member? 
If so, please put them in contact with us, membership@guildford-iam.org.uk . 
 
Editor’s small print 
Please note that the views and comments herein are published without prejudice, 
being those of the writers and not necessarily those of the Guildford and District 
Group of Advanced Motorists or IAM RoadSmart.   
Disclaimer: Driving is never a black and white activity, but full of grey areas, 
therefore neither GAM or IAM RoadSmart  are liable for any consequences you may 
experience as a result of reading our advice. You are the driver. You should be in 
control of your vehicle at all times. 
 
Data Protection Act. Members and Associates are reminded that names, addresses, 
telephone numbers and membership details are stored on computer files to assist 
with the management of the group and the distribution of Guildford Group 
correspondence. We do not pass your details on to anyone else. 
 



Newsletter of the Guildford & District Group of Advanced Motorists             © GAM 2019   
Registered Charity No. 1051069 
 

3 

 
Chairman’s message (December 2019) 

First I would like record my thanks to Graham (Ranshaw) for his 3 year stint 
chairing and leading our amazing achievements in delivering training and mentoring 
to so many Associates, mature drivers and refreshers. I know they will be big boots 
to fill. 

I take on the chairman’s role looking forward to working with our enthusiastic 
and motivated committee and observer corps focused on our mission of “Raising the 
standard of driving in Guildford and the surrounding area.” Compared to my 
predecessor I’m relatively new to IAM RoadSmart and GAM. I hope we can achieve 
our goal by focusing on 3Cs – Competence (skill, expertise, knowledge); Consistency 
(best practice & continuity at all times); and Community (teamwork & camerarderie). 

Clearly our main task is to ensure our charity continues to be robust, sustainable 
and enjoyable. Our immediate 2020 priorities include bedding down our lower 
maintenance ‘run’ model, welcoming our new committee member Clive Heavens to 
look after our NSRs (non-Sunday runs), keeping the new Observer stream flowing and 
managing the old Portsmouth Group legacy effectively. In response to Associate 
wishes, we have decided to provide more run flexibility by increasing our NRS capacity.  
I hope I can rely on our member’s continuing support. 

I want to make sure we have an open environment to address issues before 
they become wounds; after all we all do this for satisfaction, enjoyment, camaraderie 
and fun. I don’t believe there is anything radical we need to change right now...just 
refinement and polishing. I’m always open to comments and suggestions, so don’t 
hesitate to contact me. 

 
I am looking for new blood on our committee. GAM is looking for a new 
Newsletter Editor – fancy getting involved and helping with this important 
role? 

+ Edit 4 editions a year. 
+ Progress and receive contributions from members. 
+ Keep the contacts and diary up to date. 
+ Keep tabs on IAM RS blogs and publications. 
+ Reseach subjects 

 
Finally I hope to meet as many of our more recent members, Observers, examiners 

and colleagues from IAM RoadSmart HQ at our “Class of 2019” celebration to be held 
at the Drummond Arms, Albury on 9th January 2020. 
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Safe New Year to you all. 
Gordon Farquharson GAM Chairman 
 
Chief Observer’s message  

First, I wish you, your families and friends a very Happy Christmas and New 
Year – what on Earth happened to 2019..??!! It has been a very busy year once again 
in GAM – we have achieved excellent results with our dedicated group of observers 
and committee that do an amazing job of organising everything.  
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The Government (whenever it settles down?!), is talking about a graduated 
licence for all new test passers – I personally think it will be a good idea. It has been 
running in Australia for a while now – whereby restrictions on number and experience 
of passengers, speed limits, black boxes, curfew hours etc are all levelled at the new 
driver. Given the statistics of accidents in the first 8-10 years of driving, I personally 
hope a similar scheme is rolled out in the UK. What are your views – I would like to 
know?  

It may appear to the outsider that the cycle of life in GAM is – Associate arrives, 
associate gets trained, associate passes, associate disappears……. but I beg to differ. 
We see people arriving on that first Sunday getting the sheep-dip induction, then the 
demonstration drive and then….. THEIR FIRST OBSERVED RUN! It is quite a big day 
for most and a lot to take in. For many, it will have been a long time (!) since they 
had someone sitting alongside them watching and helping them drive down the road. 
The law says you do not have to receive any extra training, health or competency 
checks for the next 50+ years. 
The rate of degradation of skills 
is actually quite dramatic – 5 
years after you have passed your 
Advanced Driving Test, you will 
be statistically as likely to have 
an accident as a ‘normal’ 
motorist. Refresher training is 
always available to all IAM and 
GAM members – come back and 
renew your vows if you or your 
passengers think your skills may 
have gone downhill !  

I found myself short on 
skills at the end of summer this 
year when after many weeks of 
negotiation, McLaren in Woking 
lent me one of their runabouts for 
4 days to help us promote the 
Shere Hillclimb event. The 
runabout in question was a 
McLaren 600LT Spider – £200k, 
630hp, 0-60 in 2.9 seconds and a 
potential top speed of just over 
200mph – an open topped hyper-
car in lime green. Very subtle. I 
have to say I was a little nervous 
as I arrived at McLaren on the 
Friday in our VW Beetle (Albeit a 
220hp one!). A charming and knowledgeable technical/sales manager took me 
through the salients of engine and suspension configuration, launch control and then 
on to managing the gearbox in Auto or ‘Active’ modes. Operation of the dihedral doors 
and how to open them in an emergency power failure situation was also covered over 
about 40 minutes. Reference was made to the potential of the vehicle and the possible 
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consequences of pressing the loud pedal too hard. They then waved me goodbye into 
the Friday afternoon traffic of Woking – my destination was Ewhurst through the 
centre of Guildford. No demo drive, no observed runs and can I please collect my wife 
from Guildford station en route. No pressure then. See you again on Monday.  

In full auto mode, I have to say it drove like a Golf. Smooth changes, easy and 
light steering, wider than an average car, but – easy to drive – even with my initial 
apprehension. As courage grows, the desire to press the gas pedal a little harder is 
compelling along with an (in)appropriate sound track. With the desire to make safe, 
legal progress (my personal IAM-RS mantra) ringing in my ears, I grew more confident 
and made progress where safe and possible. Ye Gods this was a beast when provoked.  
It wasn’t until the next day that I pressed the ‘Active’ button. This turned the 
dashboard red, hardened the suspension, enabled the full fat 630hp, set the gearbox 
to manual (paddle shifters) and generally made it feel fast… You don’t realise how 
little prepared you are for driving such a vehicle. Aside from being heavily looked at 
by most road users, you are aware you are in something special. Starting it up at 
05:30 on a Sunday morning to go to the hillclimb was embarrassing – it fires up and, 
with top mounted exhausts revs straight up to about 4000rpm before settling to a low 
growl. Apologies to residents of all Ewhurst to Shere villages!  

I ran the car all day up the hillclimb as Clerk of the Course, never ever being 
quite brave enough to press the pedal to the floor. Launch control? Forget it. The 
brutality of even the Auto mode was outrageous. I did try a few runs in Active/Manual 
mode but in front of 3000 spectators – are you really going to show off? The 600LT 
McLaren development driver was ‘passing by’ the event and called in to drive it 
properly up the hill. The config dials for engine and suspension wound up to 11, and 
a number of buttons pressed that had not even been discussed. It went up very 
quickly. Hugely impressive capability that most will never legally deploy on a normal 
road.  

Is this car relevant to the system of car control? – of course it is. IPSGA, Limit 
Points, road position (P1/P2/P3/P4), speed management, restraint vs progress – all 
entirely in scope of course – and all manageable if you don’t push the loud pedal too 
hard.  

After returning it intact on the Monday very relieved that we were both in one 
piece, the Beetle felt like a comfy pair of slippers. A wicked weekend – licence intact 
– system of car control largely applied, many friends and colleagues taken on trips 
around the lighthouse. Don’t ask too many more questions. Thank you.  
Graham Ranshaw GAM Chief Observer – December 2019 
 

Become an IAM Qualified Observer! Yes 
really. Want more information, then email 

training@guildford-iam.org.uk . 
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GAM 2019 AGM report. Chairman and Secretary’s reports from the 44th 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING held in Ripley on Saturday 28th SEPTEMBER 2019 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Graham started by thanking everyone here today, Richard Gladman for his excellent 
overview this morning, all Members and Associates, all Observers  and especially all 
partners and spouses of those who help GAM run.   

The Guildford Group is close to being the best in the UK currently, measured 
by converting associates to members, pass rates, energy and influence.  We won the 
Fred Welch Rose Bowl this year (which is being returned on Monday!).   
Fred Welch Rose Bowl  
The Fred Welch Rose Bowl was presented to IAM RoadSmart by the family of the late 
Fred Welch in 1969.  Fred was a member of the Liverpool Group of Advanced Motorists 
and was the first group member to be elected to the Council of the IAM.  It is awarded 
annually to the car group member who, in the opinion of a panel of judges, has in the 
past, and is currently, contributing most to promoting the aims and objectives of IAM 
RoadSmart. I was very humbled to receive this on behalf of the Group, not through 
my efforts, but by those of the observers and committee.  Jacqui and David Mesquita-
Morris, who sadly resigned from GAM a few months ago, put a great deal of work into 
the group, and they nominated me to receive this national award.  The Central IAM 
Committee reviewed all the UK applications and their application for our Group won 
the day.   

The GAM Committee have been amazing this year – we have enjoyed growth 
and improved the quality of training during the year.  Recently, they have all shown 
remarkable resilience after the operations manager and chief observer departed 
simultaneously.  There is a finiteness to this performance however, which is the 
numbers of observers we have!  For the next period, I believe we should not push for 
continual performance optimisation at the expense of stressing the planners, the 
observers and the associates, more, take a breath, consider a more strategic approach 
of making the experience of learning a bit more personal.  We have always adopted 
‘Non-Sunday Runs’ (NSR) as well as the monthly ‘Sunday-Runday’, but increasing the 
number on NSRs would improve the personalisation of the experience.  Clive Heavens 
has volunteered to join the committee today (Thank you!), to help the Group grow 
this model. It should be noted that almost every other group in the UK only operates 
the NSR model and very few have the ‘Sunday-Runday’ model at all.  I would like for 
the Sunday Rundays to become a bit more of a social event with associates engaging 
in conversation and clarification of the process of becoming an IAM Member, more 
than a strict time-bound task that has to be completed in a short time.  The current 
model of nearly 50 runs in a morning is starting to become stressful to all 
concerned.  Nevertheless, our pass rate is still very high and we should congratulate 
ourselves on our significant performance.   

We welcomed our new President – Victor Olisa – this year; if you are unaware 
of Victor, he started with the Surrey Police in 1982 and then (ultimately), became the 
Borough Commander for the Met Police during the civil unrest in North London.  A 
very steady hand at the helm of our humble group now – for which we are very 
grateful.  He gives us excellent advice and direction.  This year he has passed the 
Advanced Driving Test and then on to become an observer.  He is our link to the 
emergency services and is organising meetings for us that will make those links work 
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for the betterment of road safety generally.  He also convinced both his children to 
come and do the ADC…! They gained significant passes and we are all proud of them.   

Portsmouth has not been the easiest of challenges.  We have retained some 
observers and lost others - more are being trained very soon.  Luckily for us, the 
demand for new associates has not been great.  Running a deployed operation relies 
on willing people to help run it.  Whilst we have had a sprinkling of observers, the 
management effort has not been as high as I would have wished. IAM Centre have 
been supportive and we still have it on the radar to grow over time.   

Leading the group has shown me how much I actually enjoy the process of 
coaching people to be better drivers.  So much so in fact that this year I went and 
became a Driving Instructor and then a Fleet Driving Instructor, so I can now teach 
17-year olds how to drive as well as go into companies to assess the quality of their 
drivers.  I am now registered with the IAM to deliver Fleet ADI courses to a whole 
range of companies across the UK!  My thanks to Peter Laub for helping me through 
the process and for pushing me to do it at all!   

This meeting marks the end of my three years of being the Chairman.  I have 
really enjoyed my time here and whilst my wife and I are considering moving to Devon 
in the next year or so, I will always be close to the Guildford group and want to know 
how they are doing.  I will stay close to the IAM even after the move as I will be re-
affiliated with a more local group probably near to Exeter and Torbay.  I am very lucky 
to have been working with some exceptional people for the last 3 years and I can only 
thank them all for their professionalism, energy and ability to just get on and do things.  
I am still mightily impressed at how much effort people put in to the running of the 
group.   
Thanks to you all for putting up with me!  

Graham Ranshaw Chairman retiring 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Every year I make reference to the speed at which time flies (must be my age) and 
the ever increasing amount of effort put into the group by our Observers and the Committee, 
and this year is no exception.  We seem to be involved ever more closely with the IAM and 
our Associates, and we have great results that demonstrate we must be doing something 
right. 
Group committee and Officers 

As ever, people on the committee moved around a little bit, and we have had a number 
of important changes this year.  As you will see from the agenda, we are asking you to confirm 
Dr Victor Olisa in the role of President.  Graham invited Victor to join the team and Victor 
agreed to accept the role of President around the turn of the year.  His daughter and latterly 
his son have both recently passed their advanced test, and Victor has trained for and been 
appointed as a Local Observer, so there is a strong commitment to the group and the IAM in 
his family.  Victor has recently retired from a distinguished career in the Police and is doing 
what all retired people do, working as hard as ever.  We are therefore very grateful for his 
support and commitment, and I recommend him to you as President of the Group. 

During the year we also co-opted Tim Lyon to the committee as Observer Training 
Officer, an important role with increased scrutiny of Observing standards from IMI and IAM.  
We have a strong contingent of Observers, many with ‘Masters’ qualifications, and a lively 
intake of new recruits for Tim to organise. Unfortunately Gearoid Conneely, Jacqui Mesquita-
Morris and David Mesquita-Morris all decided to leave us during the year, so we have been 
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busy filling the gaps they left on the committee and keeping the show on the road.  We have 
proposals before you today for changes to the committee that include a new Chairman, a new 
Chief observer, and a new ‘Non Sunday runs’ Manager (Clive Heavens). I hope you will be 
able to support these proposed appointments and give these new committee members your 
full support. 

There are always more things we can do and more help needed, especially with IT, 
Newsletters and publications, member events and other roles, so please let us know if you 
can spare some time to come and help.  New ideas are always welcome, and if anyone fancies 
being Group Secretary please note I will not be at all offended by your kind offer! 
Associates and tests. 

A strong pipeline of Associates this year, around 60 currently, with a really good pass 
rate, now over 90% year on year.  We have had 33 test passes since the turn of the year, 
close to 40% of them as F1RST passes where the standard is particularly high.  Youngsters 
like Elodie Fuller (F1RST) and Victor’s son and daughter Yannik and Elizabeth were highlights 
from this year, as they are of the age where we need to be encouraging life-long motoring 
skills to be developed and supported. We had a success with our first ‘Group sign off’ Associate 
during the year and more are taking this route.  For those Associates who do not wish to be 
subjected to the stress of a formal test, they can sign up for a process of continuous evaluation 
by our Observers, finishing with two runs scoring all ‘2’ and above with National Observers 
and a formal paperwork review by the IAM Regional Manager.  This process is a little more 
time consuming for us and cannot result in a F1RST award, but will suit a small number of 
new recruits. 

Some members have taken up the challenge of Fellowship of the IAM, taking a test 
every 3 years to demonstrate continuing skills maintenance.  We are happy to offer members 
one free run to establish their potential as IAM Fellows, and a further course is available for 
those that need a little more refreshing to demonstrate their driving standards. 

One nice initiative last Christmas was to have a celebration evening for all those 
Associates who passed their test during 2018, and this was organised for early in January at 
the Drummond Arms.  Several key visitors from IAM Roadsmart and a few local Examiners 
joined the new members from 2018 to share in everyone’s success.  We had a great evening 
and hope to do this every year. 

Increased numbers of Associates and increased time requirements on Sundays are 
starting to reflect on our performance so we have a plan to introduce more ‘non Sunday runs’ 
into the programme.  A mixed economy of fixed Sunday meetings and variable “Observer led” 
appointments will ease some of the pressure and spread the workload. 
Observers and Training. 

A good number of our Observers are now qualified as National Observers, and several 
of them are also qualified to assess new Local Observers as well.  This gives the Observers a 
great opportunity to develop skills and follow a ‘career path’ through the voluntary work of 
the IAM.  IMI qualifications are seen as hard-earned and well respected, and we encourage 
all our Observers to make the best of the opportunity and keep themselves up-to-date. We 
have a number of new Trainee Observers in the team who are close to qualifying, and some 
spaces for more, so any interested members should contact Tim Lyon for further information.  
Observers have several meetings and training sessions during the year and these are often 
attended by Examiners and other IAM officials, making for interesting discussions.  We also 
devised and implemented a new Policy during the year for renewing Local Observer 
qualifications since there was no HQ procedure for this activity.  Recent renewals have all 
been completed successfully. 

One new initiative this year was the setting up of an award for the ‘best Observer’ of 
the year in the name of David McCarthy.  David passed away last year, and with the approval 
of his family we set up the award in his honour.  David was a committed motoring fan, a 
collector of interesting vehicles, and a very skilled and considerate National Observer and IAM 



Newsletter of the Guildford & District Group of Advanced Motorists             © GAM 2019   
Registered Charity No. 1051069 
 

9 

Master; he was also a really nice chap.  The first recipient of the award last January was Peter 
Laub, given for his particularly regular and consistent attendance, his undoubted skill at driving 
generally (IAM Master with distinction amongst other qualifications) and his ability to pass on 
the message to his Associates effectively.  Well done Peter. 
IAM Region and HQ liaison. 

There were Regional Forums held during the year which are very useful for meeting 
IAM staff, other group officials and committee members, and hearing what plans HQ have for 
our future. We were very pleased at the end of April to receive the Fred Welch Rosebowl from 
the IAM, presented by Stuart Haythorn, Regional Manager, primarily awarded for the efforts 
Graham and other members of the the committee have put in to absorbing Portsmouth Group 
activities. A number of meetings and interactions have been held with neighbouring groups 
during the year and these have been fruitful, especially with CSAM loaning us their IAM 
caravan for the Shere Hill climb event where we attracted several new recruits.  We have also 
had Observer training days jointly with CSAM Observers which worked well. 
Events and publicity 

Your committee are well aware that we do not provide as many events for members 
as we might.  Some traditional events are now out of reach on cost or availability grounds, 
skid pan training being a prime example.  If anyone has a large area of greasy tarmac in their 
back yard please let us know as there is a real need for something affordable in the South 
East.  Equally, if you know of an event or a speaker that will be of interest to other GAM 
members, please tell us. A visit to a classic and sports car garage in Ripley was well attended, 
and we had several members involved with the Shere Hill Climb for the second year running.  
We also had members undertaking IAM track skills days, some as a result of winning a free 
place at last year’s AGM, and we have decided to offer some more places this year as we feel 
this is a terrific way to enhance your knowledge of your driving and your vehicle’s capabilities. 

We had been tasked with trying to revitalise the IAM’s presence in the Portsmouth 
area, and quite a lot of management time was taken up organising an event in the area, 
attending meetings with local IAM members, trying to re-engage with lost and lapsed 
members, and looking for new Observers.  The current Associate pool in PO postcodes is very 
low, and the number of IAM Observers in the area is less than 3, so it is becoming difficult to 
see where the new initiatives might start from.  We will continue to support this initiative as 
resources allow. 

We have had some initial success with Woking and Sam Beare hospices and we are 
starting a trial of evaluating their volunteer drivers for safe transport of patients and their 
relatives.  We have done this for Phyliss Tuckwell hospice for a number of years and this has 
led to a number of new recruits for GAM.  
Newsletter, web site and social media 

Gordon has produced some very good newsletters during the year, packed with some 
highly technical articles, particularly relating to electric and autonomous vehicles.  This is the 
future, we are told, and Gordon has made it his business to untangle some of the myths and 
misconceptions surrounding these new technologies, driving several of these new semi-
autonomous vehicles and owning a fully electric car himself. 

Our web site is surviving adequately, routinely updated with success stories and giving 
casual visitors sufficient information about the group.  We may need to think about improving 
the offering in this area in the not too distant future, and a volunteer to look at this for us 
would be made very welcome. Other social media activities are outside the skill set of your 
Secretary, but I understand they continue to provide a useful link between GAM and the wider 
world. 
Summary 

Yet another challenging year with lots of changes and significant successes.  My 
personal thanks to all my colleagues on the committee and all our helpers and observers for 
all their hard work – it is greatly appreciated. 
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Paul Whitehead Secretary 

From IAM RoadSmart 
 
Keep your car sparkling 
Car washing seems to be one of those Marmite topics; 
some enjoy the simplicity of the task and the instant 
improvement it produces. Others detest the chore and 
would rather get it professionally cleaned. This time of 
year, mud, drizzle and the start of the road-salting 
season all prove a challenge to keeping the paintwork 
shiny. However, there are good practical reasons to 
keeping your car looking like your pride and joy, even 
if it isn’t. IAM RoadSmart’s head of technical policy, Tim Shallcross, has put 
together some top tips to keep your car in shape: 
• The first, is the issue of wide cars and narrow parking bays. Nothing is more 

irritating than getting a filthy smudge on your clothes as you squeeze between 
two dirty cars – at least if yours is clean you stand a chance of exiting 
untarnished. 

• More important is the fact that a layer of grime, salt, tree sap and road grease 
will dull the paintwork if left undisturbed. The caked-on chemicals gradually eat 
into the ultra-smooth top layer, making it rougher at a microscopic level, which 
stops that glossy showroom sheen.  

• A thorough wash will stop the action from the chemicals and even if the car 
gets covered in road dirt the following day, the dulling process will take time to 
re-start. If you polish it as well, the new look will last even longer as the polish 
acts as a barrier between the paint and the dirt. Regular washing will keep the 
car looking new underneath the dirt for much longer! 

• If you only wash the car when the “clean me” scrawls get too embarrassing, 
restoring a showroom look when it comes to selling the car will need an awful 
lot of elbow grease, or you risk quite a slice off the resale value. 

• There’s also the problem of bird droppings. Car factories do much less damage 
to the surrounding environment than they used to and one of the major 
contributors is the move to eco-friendly paints. They are also softer than their 
toxic predecessors and very prone to being permanently marked by bird 
droppings that are left on for any more than a couple of days. 

• So, you face two choices. If you really can’t stand the thought of getting a 
bucket and sponge out, a hand car wash near you is one of the best value 
things a fiver will buy these days; maybe a couple of quid more if you have an 
SUV or stretch limo. They do an excellent and thorough job – wheels, door 
shuts, tyre shine and all. 

• Alternatively, the bucket and sponge option is for those of us so inclined, very 
satisfying and it is very healthy exercise. Various estimates fly around the 
internet, but you can burn about 325 calories by washing a car and anything 
up to 1,000 if you polish it as well. 

• Use a proper car shampoo, NOT washing up liquid. Fill a bucket with hot water 
(saves your hands freezing), and don’t overdo the shampoo – too much and 
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you’ll have lots of streaks. Use a hose with a trigger spray attachment to wet 
the body all over first, to soften the dirt, then plunge in with the sponge.  

• You can get decent sponges for 99p almost anywhere these days, so don’t use 
a worn out ragged one – and using two sponges will make life even easier, one 
in the bucket soaking while you scrub away with the other. 

• Start with the roof and end with the wheels, then rinse off, stand back and 
admire your work. Use a leather or microfibre cloth to dry it – or just go for a 
drive for a couple of miles then wipe off the few remaining drops.  

• Finally, get a cloth, open the doors, wipe the sills and door shut areas and enjoy 
the smug feeling as you look at your gleaming pride next to all the mud 
spattered, salt encrusted neighbours.  

• Until tomorrow, of course, when your car will be indistinguishable from the rest. 
But you had some healthy exercise, the dirt isn’t eating away at the shine and 
anyway, you know it’s gleaming underneath the dirt. 

 Tim Shallcross is IAM RoadSmart’s head of technical policy 
 
Introducing 
Cornmarket, the new 
name for IAM Surety  
Cornmarket Insurance 
Services is the official 
insurance provider to IAM 
RoadSmart members. This 
is still the same lovely team 
who have been looking after you and providing excellent personal service. You can 
benefit from a range of six insurance services from Cornmarket. With over 30,000 
policies held on behalf of our members, they are able to provide the highest levels of 
personal service and competitive quotations for you. 
 
Built-in car breathalysers and speed limiters will safe countless 
lives says IAM RoadSmart 
The decision to adopt EU road safety rules after Brexit and make it mandatory for new 
cars to be fitted with breathalysers and voluntary speed limiters by 2022 in the UK has 
been given the thumbs-up by IAM RoadSmart. A proposal for this idea and a host of 
other safety features for cars and lorries was made in March and was rubber-stamped 
by the EU last week. IAM RoadSmart, the UK’s biggest independent road safety 
charity, supported the idea when it was originally proposed eight months ago, saying 
it would save countless lives. 

On hearing the EU and Department for Transport’s decision, Neil Greig, IAM 
RoadSmart director of policy and research, said: “We welcomed these proposals earlier 
this year so it is great to see they will actually happen. “Speed limiters will still be 
voluntary so you don’t have to use them, but they could save your licence if you do. 
Although all new cars from 2022 cars will be enabled to have an alcolock it will be up 
to the UK government to decide how they are used. We see them as a useful tool for 
repeat drink-drive offenders to get them back to safe driving after a ban.  It is very 
unlikely that the vast majority of the law-abiding public will ever have to blow in a 
tube to start their car.” 
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Other EU proposals to improve road safety to be implemented by 2022 include 
AEB (autonomous emergency braking) which can detect and react to pedestrians and 
cyclists in front of the vehicle, lane keeping assistance systems and new technology 
to detect distraction and drowsiness. New lorries will also be expected to have better 
levels of direct vision to give drivers a better chance of seeing vulnerable road users 
such as pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
Advice for older drivers 
As the UK population ages, more drivers are now aged over 75 than ever before and 
the number of pensioners behind the wheel is predicted to increase. In spite of some 
of the headlines, older drivers are statistically some of the safest behind the wheel, 
and access to a car is critical for many of them for their independence and wellbeing. 
So we have put together some tips and advice on driving safe for longer, and 
recommendations on where to find further support if needed. Over the next few weeks 
we will be posting information and updates on social media. Please support our 
campaign by sharing these and our older drivers web page with any friends and family 
who may find this information of value. https://www.iamroadsmart.com/olderdrivers  
 
The future is green – even our number plates 
Amidst the ups and downs of Brexit, the Department of Transport managed to hit the 
streets recently with an announcement on green number plates. Excellent, I thought. 
No more chunks of white and yellow plastic being dumped in our canals and landfill 
sites – now they will all biodegrade away to nothing. Unfortunately, that’s not quite 
what they meant. Instead they are part of the governments push to lower the carbon 
economy and to encourage us to take up electric cars. So, will they have any impact?  

According to the RAC, who have polled their members on it, the answer is – 
not really. The drivers they questioned don't seem too impressed. Only a fifth think 
it's a good idea and the majority said “the number plates wouldn't have the effect of 
making them any more likely to switch to an electric vehicle”. 

I don’t really share the concerns raised by some that green number plates could 
become a ‘look at me I’m greener than you’ item that could spark resentment. But 
you never know – green road rage could replace the red mist! 

With today’s joined up database of CCTV and ANPR (Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition) we can instantly find out most of a car details at the touch of a button. 
Insurance and tax status are all recorded centrally and adding emissions into that 
system should not present too much of an issue. This means that you don’t need 
different plates to identify the cleanest vehicles. 

In terms of using the plates to link the vehicle into new incentives, then that 
could be a useful idea. Incentives such as bus lane access and free parking for electric 
vehicles have been mentioned. These have worked very well in countries such as 
Norway, which now have the largest market for electric vehicles in the world. This was 
part of a wider project to reduce costs for electric vehicles and provide a 
comprehensive network of chargers.  

I have been told by my NAF friends (NAF is the Norwegian equivalent of the 
AA) that what has happened in Norway is that so many people chose electric, that the 
bus lanes are now full of cars and the incentive may have to be removed. This 
illustrates the importance of ‘timing’ when it comes to incentives. It’s great to introduce 
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them but when their job is done it is not so easy to remove them. The UK government 
has already, in my view, got this wrong by reducing the subsidy on new electric cars 
and hybrids too soon. At a stroke they reduced the market for hybrids, and increased 
demand for full electrics that the car manufacturers simply cannot yet meet. 

So, in essence I have no real problem with green number plates, but it will not 
increase the uptake of electric vehicles by itself. There are far bigger barriers to a low 
emission future such as purchase cost, range anxiety and charging networks that need 
to be addressed urgently. Driving electric vehicles does require new skills, and 
incentives for training should be part of any new measures that are being brought 
forward. As ever, this need is not being given any high-profile support by the 
government. Which is a pity as getting the maximum confidence, fun and enjoyment 
out of your new electric car is much more likely to turn you into a convert, than the 
colour of your number plate! 
By Neil Greig IAM RoadSmart’s director of policy and research 
 

 
A question recently posed by a group member was: "Did the Fred Welch Rose Bowl 
and Lord Strathcarron Trophy winners 2019 receive a keepsake when the original 
awards were returned to IAM RoadSmart?" The answer is "yes". This year, over an 
enjoyable lunch with CEO Mike Quinton (left) and head of field service delivery, 
Amanda Smith (right), Lord Strathcarron Trophy winner, Bob Samwell (second from 
left), chair of Cheddar Valley Advanced Motorcyclists and Fred Welch Rose Bowl 
winner, Graham Ranshaw (second from right), outgoing chair of Guildford Advanced 
Motorists received their beautifully boxed keepsake awards. During an interesting and 
relaxed discussion, Bob commented on how helpful it was to share and understand 
the wide ranging and common challenges they face. Graham said: "It proves that all 
groups - two wheeled and four - share very similar issues in how they operate." 
Congratulations to Bob and Graham for their outstanding contribution to promoting 
the aims and objectives of IAM RoadSmart. 
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Is it an economy run or an Advanced Driving run? 
Is there a difference, what are we trying to achieve? Thoughts of an EV driver and 
IAM-RS Observer. 

Our Chief Observer Graham Ranshaw’s IAM-RS mantra is “Safe Legal Progress”, 
and a recent talk to GAM Observers by IAM’s Shaun Cronin emphasised that part of 
Advanced Driving is demonstrating that you can safely conduct the vehicle up to and 
within the stated speed limit. There are many journey situations where lower speeds 
are quite adequate and it is unlikely that you will achieve maximum economy 
demonstrating your speed ability. If I drove my EV (and probably any other vehicle) 
for maximum economy, I would probably create a moving chicane and frustrate fellow 
road users, something Advanced Drivers shouldn’t do. 

So, are there any aspects of EV driving where the technology should influence 
how we do an Advanced Driver’s run? IAM-RS is surprisingly silent on the subject. I 
would want a run in an EV to consistenly demonstrate effective use of energy recovery 
and regenerative braking, and only minimal use of friction braking. This best practice 
should also include optimum selection of regenerative braking mode, when available, 
for different driving conditions. In my experience smooth high speed driving is more 
difficult in an EV or PHEV with strong regenerative braking selected. When one pedal 
driving is selected, easing off the accelerator too much can tip you from free-wheel to 
braking mode. You need to develop the skill to hold the accelerator at the free-wheel 
point when you just want wind and mechanical resistance to slow you down a tad. 

You may have other thoughts……….please write and let us know. 
(editor@guildford-iam.org.uk ) 
Gordon Farquharson GAM National Observer   
 

‘Fully Charged’ – are you following this 
interesting internet community? 

 
Fully Charged is a YouTube channel and website focusing on electric vehicles 

and renewable energy hosted by writer, broadcaster and actor (Red Dwarf fame) 
Robert Llewellyn, Jonny Smith, Maddie Moate, Helen Czerski and Chelsea Sexton. The 
channel has covered a wide range of topics around electric vehicles including electric 
cars, electric bikes, electric aircraft, electric vehicle charging infrastructure. Fully 
Charged also covers a wide range of renewable energy topics including solar power, 
wind power, UK energy policy, cycling infrastructure, air pollution and air pollution 
monitoring. 

Fully Charged began in 2010 and has since amassed more than 550,000 
subscribers and 71 million views as of September 2019. The channel is viewer 
supported through the crowdfunding platform Patreon and previously through 
advertising and partnerships with Ecotricity, Bosch and British Gas. 

Fully Charged also produce a weekly podcast discussing news and current 
topics not covered by the videos. In May 2019 a second YouTube channel, named 
Fully Charged Regen, was launched with the purpose of uploading all the podcast 
episodes in YouTube video format, and releasing other longer-format videos such as 
talks and lectures, different from the usual episodes. 
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[Editor’s note: I am a Patreon crowdfunding supporter and attended the live event at 
Silverstone in the summer.] 
 
Fully Charged survey - Does an EV suit your lifestyle? 

After a few (now well-documented) false starts back in the 20th century, 
electric vehicles have arrived and are now here to stay.  According to the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers & Traders (SMMT), September 2019 was a record month for 
Battery Electric Vehicle (BEV) registrations, up an astonishing 236.4% from September 
last year. They may even be getting their own shiny green number plates to help mark 
them out for special privileges. 

We all know the apparent advantages of driving an electric vehicle, but can we 
honestly say that an EV is a suitable and convenient lifestyle choice for 
everyone? Are you even sure it’s suitable for you? Well, we wanted to help you find 
out. We’ve teamed up with insurance company LV= and elmo – an exciting new start-
up providing second-hand EVs on flexible, monthly subscriptions (which even include 
energy in the price!) – to create an interactive questionnaire and recommendation 
engine. 
So, why not take 3 minutes out of your day for some self-discovery? You’ll learn: 
- The truth about your driving habits 
- How much you could save in £s and CO2 
- Which EVs on the market are the best fit for you 

Click below to visit www.elmodrive.com and take the test… 
https://www.elmodrive.com/questionnaire/  

Article prepared by Gordon Farquharson – GAM Newsletter Editor 
 
GAM Technology exposé  
A Hybrid surprise 
When mentoring GAM associates we always stress the importance of knowing your 
weapon. We would expect an associate to be able to vocalise, be sensitive and 
maximise the attributes of the vehicle. Typically this would include power source, 
transmission, and drive train. We recently hired a modest ‘Nissan Note’ to drive around 
Hokkaido, Japan. The hire car reservation wasn’t vehicle specific, just identifying size 
class, automatic and including essential Sat-Nav. Imagine our surprise when we 
discovered what we were driving only when we had set off.  
 The booking process worked fine, the car was ready, the hire firm rep was 
charming (no English), and all the driving and technical instructions in Japanese. Now, 
if you use Google Translate (via a camera) you’ll find it rather flaky dealing with Kanji 
characters used in Chinese and Japanese writing. So we jumped into our black Nissan 
Note e-Power. We had no idea what this car was under the skin, so without time to 
research off we went into the Sapporo traffic……….clearly it was 2 pedal auto with a 
traditional looking auto selector with a normal and sport mode. In the traffic all 
seemed normal.  
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 Then we noticed some unusual 
things. First the engine speed related to 
road speed seemed somewhat 
disconnected, auto engine start/stop didn’t 
directly relate to the vehicle start/stop and 
there was a modest size energy graphic on 
the dashboard…….we had rented a petrol 
hybrid car. We already knew it was a petrol 
car as diesels are very rare in Japan. 
Watching the graphic and sensing the 
engine note I realised this was a ‘series 
hybrid’, generally not found in the UK other 
than in the new Honda CRV and the 
Vauxhall Ampera.  The BMW i3 is a little 
different again in that it is a full EV with the 
ability to extend range with a small petrol 
engine powered generator. What a 
surprise! My experience with hybrid cars 
has been with parallel hybrids like Toyota 
and Lexus models and their competitors. 

What is the difference between 
series and parallel hybrid? We explored the 
principles in an earlier GAM Newletter. In 
simple terms a parallel hybrid 
uses a petrol internal 
combustion engine (ICE) and 
electric motor (powered from a 
relatively small battery) both 
coupled to the drive train, an 
automatic gearbox (CVT or 
DCT) for the petrol engine, and 
a sophisticated computerised 
management system to 
optimise power delivery and 
battery charging. On the other 
hand, a series hybrid is somewhat simpler. The vehicle is always driven by the electric 
motor (powered from a slightly larger battery of 3-5 kWh capacity, there is no gearbox, 
and a small 3 cylinder ICE charges the battery as required. Braking by electrical 
regeneration is provided. The following diagram illustrates the differences. 

Why have Nissan gone down this route? I decided to look into this and found 
some interesting articles. This style of hybrid allows Nissan to share many principles 
and components with their EV Nissan Leaf, the car is much simpler and cheaper to 
make, and you get all the EV performance advantages without the need to plug in. Of 
course you get tail pipe emissions, but these are minimised because the ICE operates 
intermittently at optimum efficiency to charge the small battery. 

What is it like to drive, does it work? How to summarise in a few words? I would 
say the Nissan Note e-Drive is a simple effective small town car, comfortable up to 
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120 kph for short runs, quite quiet for a small car, and reasonably economic  (50-75 
mpg) depending on your right foot. 

Would it matter if I had no interest in the technical stuff? The car is sufficiently 
conventional to operate enabling you to jump in and drive away safely, the system of 
car control can be readily applied as for any automatic vehicle but with the additional 
need to use regenerative braking for maximum efficiency. Therefore, I would conclude 
that you don’t need to know how it works, but an Advanced Driver would want to 
know. 
Helpful Nissan promotional video here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYVZ8dix36I  
 
Whilst writing I thought you might be interested in some jottings about ‘Driving 
experiences in Japan.’ The culture influences the way Japanese drive, and you 
immediately notice it as soon as you take to the road driving or as a 
passenger……respectful, careful, obedient , polite and calm are all terms that come to 
mind. The roads we used were generally in excellent condition, no sign of Surrey pot-
holes. 
 
Street furniture - Generally the 
Japanese seem to love signs, notices 
and posters. On the roads lines and 
signs are in abundance, but always in 
good condition.  
Speed limits – We thought we should 
stick to the speed limits only to find the 
80 kph limit on many dual-carriageways 
was completely ignored by the locals 
because they consider them 
unecessary. We were overtaken by cars 
travelling at more than 120 kph. 
Rest and fuelling stops – clean 
toilets usually with the corner of the loo 
paper folded showing they have been 
recently cleaned. 
Fuelling – Fully automated, no human 
assistance, one problem everything in 
Japanese. Solution find a friendly local 
with a smattering of English and pump 
expertise. Thankfully we found the 
Japanese so friendly and helpful. I love 
the high throughput gas stations with 
ceiling mounted pumps and dangling 
hoses. There were very few EV charging 
points in evidence. 
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Vehicles – Many cars will be quite familiar, but there 
are lots of differences – many more petrol ICE 
Hybrids, lots of ‘one-box’ people carriers, and of 
course the somewhat unique Kei cars. 

  

Gordon Farquharson – GAM National Observer 
 
New LandRover Discovery – Chelsea tractor or laptop with 
wheels? 
 

I accepted an offer from Land Rover recently to attend a free half day ‘off road’ 
experience at Eastnor Castle, the proving ground where all LR products and the 
occasional Jaguar are tested to confirm their capability.  The offer of a day out 
coincided with my Discovery Sport being over 3 years old now, so the marketing 
department were clearly intent on getting my attention.  Tim Lyon, our GAM Training 
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Manager, won the prize as second driver, 
and we spent a very interesting three 
hours alternately trying out the new 
Discovery on a wide variety of interesting 
terrain. 

I have to admit a bias here – I 
have tried cars with automatic gearboxes 
and I don’t like them – never have, and 
it’s hard to teach the old dog.  I have 
driven a 10 speed auto Ford F150 in 
North America, owned an 8 speed auto Jag that would not do what I told it to, and 
occasionally driven other autos, including this new Discovery.  I firmly believe that 
automatics are harder to get used to than manuals – we have been stirring a stick 
with our left hand since the early days of motoring, and apart from the number of 
gears available, nothing much has changed.  Autos are just too complicated. 

The instructor was determined to get me to think again, and one has to admit 
that just concentrating on steering round the ruts and tree roots trying not to dent 
panels is a bit easier.  This ‘off road’ driving stuff does require complete concentration.  
The ‘head up’ display on the windscreen also helped with speed and road wheel 
position. 

The dilemma we were 
faced with after our session 
was whether the automatic 
control systems (that were 
inextricably linked to the 
automatic gearbox) had taken 
all the fun out of the process.  
But that process was not 
about mounting a kerb outside 
Waitrose – it was fairly hard 
core off road driving, all done at less than 10mph in water close to 1m deep, steep 
rutted tracks with marks where suspension arms had been earlier, concrete steps and 
waves worthy of an urban skateboard park, and rocky tracks with not enough grip for 
the average walking boot. 

Anyone can make a 4 wheel drive vehicle – there are dozens available going 
back to the Jensen FF and the Audi Quattro.  LR have been doing it for years.  Anyone 
can make an SUV – there are dozens available, including Rolls Royce, Lamborghini, 
Aston Martin and all the other ‘normal’ varieties. LR have been doing that for years 
too.   And anyone can make an off road vehicle, including Ford Rangers, Mitsubishi 
L200, VW Amarok and all the other variants.  Land Rover’s USP is that they do all of 
these in one vehicle with significantly smarter and better electronics than anyone else. 
But the Chelsea tractor drivers will never know this and never use it.  Even the average 
farmer will struggle to find reasons to use some of the trickery we were encouraged 
to test and admire. 

There are several ‘must have’ attributes for a serious off roader – approach and 
departure angles are all about not hitting the ground with the bumper before the 
wheels take you up or down the slope.  Low ratio control of the 4-wheel drive system 
will help you to manage speed and traction, and locking differentials will aid traction 
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in a wide variety of 
circumstances.  The 
Discovery has all this and 
more, but it does it all on 
standard road tyres.  The 
tyres on almost all the off 
road test vehicles at Eastnor 
are completely standard, the 
‘down side’ of this being the 
possibility that the side walls 
would not be so forgiving of 
sharp stones and hidden 
rocks.  But they worked.  
Very well. 

Driver aids are everywhere.  Sensors tell you exactly where the wheels are 
pointing.  More sensors tell you how deep the water is you are wading through.  Yet 
more tell you the angle of tilt on the body, and cameras show you the front wheels in 
the mud whilst the side mirrors show you the rear wheel view.  Bumper mounted 
cameras look round hedges to see what is coming before you pull out of your 
driveway.  There’s nothing more you need to know. 

One test involved climbing a short ramp on which there were rollers positioned 
to coincide with both the off-side wheels and the rear nearside wheel.  Stop on the 
rollers – the only wheel with any grip at all was the front nearside.  Watch and feel 
the differentials lock up and manage the power distribution as three wheels had no 
grip but the display showed forward motion with barely a hint of wheel spin.  That 
would get you up the slope out of the car park in the snow.  Drive slowly and let the 
software look after you.  It’s only because of the auto box that these features can 
work seamlessly in unison. 

All three differentials on this 
vehicle can lock and unlock in stages to 
manage power distribution – the display 
panel tells you when.  They each have 
speed sensors that work in combination 
with the individual wheel speed sensors 
(first used for ABS) to adjust the power 
distribution to all 4 wheels completely 
independently according to conditions.  
The controls on the dashboard panel 
allow you to select grass/gravel/snow, 
mud & ruts, sand, or rock crawl, but the 
software will actually select the right 
mode for the conditions it detects, making your manual selection somewhat irrelevant.   

To prove this we tried a downhill rock crawl a couple of times with different 
settings on the display, but the overall effect was similar – the software knew what 
was going on under the tyres and worked its magic – no need to do anything other 
than steer.  Descent control was equally impressive – set a speed using the hill descent 
control mode and the cruise control buttons – any speed from about 5mph to about 
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25 mph – automatic control at a set speed absolutely regardless of the steepness of 
the slope or the slipperiness of the surface.  Boring really. And that’s the dilemma.   

The software in this laptop on wheels is so well sorted and so well tested that 
it is hard to go wrong.  Sure, you could try to head off down a grassy slope in the 
wrong mode with your foot hard on the gas, but the car simply won’t let you.  So it 
was a terrific introduction to the world of clever electronics and unbelievable angles 
of tilt, ascent and descent, but not actually fun if you like your skill as a driver to be 
tested.  I’m off to a chalk pit in my manual Ranger next weekend to see if I can do 
just as well with 6 gears and a knob for high or low ratio 4-wheel drive.  I may not be 
as accurate on speed control or keep exactly in the line of the ruts, but I think I might 
have more fun. 

But don’t let me put you off this technological marvel if you think you will need 
it, and if you take the plunge do go and learn how it all works – it’s essential when 
you spend all that cash and don’t understand what you have bought or what it can do 
for you. 
Paul Whitehead 
GAM Member and Committee Secretary 
 
GAM - IAM RoadSmart ‘Fellows’ Roll of Honour’  

 
Craig Featherstone  Matthew Lawes 
Philip Sivelle 
Val Pascual 
Rosemary Henderson 
Neil Fuller 
James Sohl 
 

 Ben Bridge 
Celia Dunphy 
Alan Powley 
Paul Whitehead – F1RST 
Brian Miller 
Brian Mellor 
 

GAM’s Advanced Driving test successes in 2019 so far 
Elizabeth Olisa Nicholas Van Zeggeren 
David Horden Simon Green 
Jessica Harridge Simon Wilson 
Katie Stacey Elodie Fuller 
Rachel Daniel Paul Whitehead 
Katka Cyprova  Andrew Land 
Jeremy Brookes Rosie Peart 
Maria Stoney  Adel Murad 
Cameron McLean Graeme Donnelly 
Jason Oliver Lesley Pearce 
Andrew Craddock Philip Taylor 
Deborah Perrin Harriet Tenner 
Amanda Boyd Tony Bowman 
David Allison David Hutchings 
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Samantha Tuddenham Luca Whiteway 
Andrew Morle Ian Leah 
Rhys Dear Sebastian Habibi 
Tim Clark Diane Wilson 
Andrew Brown Amanda Lees 
Kevin Spurgeon Nigel Staton 
Yannick Olisa Brian Mellor 
Richard Clark  

 
For the record, we have had 43 passes so far this year, 17 of them a F1RST – are you 
next?. Also welcome to all our new Associates. 
 
GAM - IAM RoadSmart ‘Masters’ Roll of Honour’ 

 
 
Peter Laub 2013/2019 Mike Hughes 2017 Distinction 
Howard Quinnell 2013 Gearoid Conneely 2018 Distinction 
Dmitri Savin 2016 John Panting 2018 
John Holcroft 2016 Distinction Shaun Dymond 2019 Distinction 
Phil Headen 2016 Distinction David Nancekievill 2019 Distinction 
Ben Bridge 2017 Distinction Victor Olisa 2019 
Graham Ranshaw 2017 Distinction   

 
GAM Scorecard 
We thought you might be interested to see what GAM has achieved recently. The table 
below is a summary of our scorecard is doing in comparison with other groups. We 
receive periodic scorecards like the one here for December 2019: 
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IMPORTANT GAM DIARY DATES 
Look out for events in 2020 – See the the GAM Facebook page. 
 
 
Observer Meetings 2020 Starting at 1930 hrs, venues to be advised. 
These meetings will provide an important opportunity to get information and 
guidance, and importantly share experience and best practice with GAM peers. 
Look out for venue and timing details! Apologies to Tim Lyon our training officer 
please. 
Dates (to be confirmed): February 6th, April 2nd, June 4th, August 6th, October 1st, 
December 3rd 
 
Committee Meetings 2020 23 January (Tim Lyon to propose venue), 5th March, 
7th May, 2nd July, 3rd September, 29th October. 
All except 23rd January at the Drummond Arms in Albury, 7.30pm - 10pm.  
 
Observed Runs (Sunday-RUNDAY) 
SUNDAY Observed Runs (now called ‘Sunday RUNDAY’: These are our 
main training runs. They will normally be conducted on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month between 9.15am and midday. 
Observed Sunday Runs  for 2020 – January 19th; February 16th; March 15th; 
April 19th; May 17th; June 14th; July 19th; August 16th, September 20th; October 
18th; November 15th; December 13th. 
Location for SUNDAY Observed Runs:  
Guildford Borough Council Woking Road Depot, Guildford, GU1 1QE (see map 
on back page). 
Front desk manager - Telephone contact number 07706 930 315. 
ALTERNATIVE Appointed Observer Runs: We can also offer some 
alternative observed runs on any day subject to agreement with your appointed 
observers. These maybe helpful if you need additional support or are unable to 
attend a regular series of Sunday runs. Meeting arrangements will be handled 
by your Observer. Make sure you have his/her contact details. Contact our Chief 
Observer. 
 
Appointments for Observed runs - contact the Associate Co-ordinator: 
e-mail associates@guildford-iam.org.uk . 
Can’t make your Observed run appointment? We try to match the number 
of available Observers (all volunteers) with the number of booked Associates, 
but sometimes we realise things can go wrong.  If you cannot attend your 
booked appointment please let us know.  E-mail the Associate Co-ordinator as 
soon as possible. 
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About the IAM RoadSmart – Advanced Driver Course 
Course overview:  
Do you want to join a driving elite and be one 
of the most skilled drivers on Britain’s roads? 
So what can you expect from our Advanced Driver 
course? Sign up and you’ll receive a welcome pack 
and course manual, followed by an introduction to 
your local IAM RoadSmart group of volunteers. Our 
highly skilled experts, all Institute of the Motor 
Industry (IMI) qualified, will take you through a 
number of observed drives (runs) in your own car. 
 Each session will last about 80 minutes, and you’ll focus on specific skills 
to develop across a wide range of competencies, where you’ll need to 
demonstrate your newly acquired advanced driving skills such as ‘the system of 
car control’, observation, optimum road positioning, ability to deal with 
unpredictable road and other road users’ behaviour. When you’re ready, you 
will be recommended for test for test or be assessed by GAM. 

 
GAM Management Team – Officers and Committee 

Members 
PRESIDENT Victor Olisa president@guildford-iam.org.uk  
CHAIRMAN Gordon Farquharson chairman@guildford-iam.org.uk  

Secretary Paul Whitehead secretary@guildford-iam.org.uk  
07860 600477 

Treasurer Michael Tilney treasurer@guildford-iam.org.uk  

Membership Secretary Neil Fuller memsec@guildford-iam.org.uk  

Chief Observer Graham Ranshaw Chief.observer@guildford-iam.org.uk  

Newsletter Editor Gordon Farquharson editor@guildford-iam.org.uk 
07785 265 909  

Local Observer Assessor John Panting assessor@guildford-iam.org.uk  
07999 338616  

Observer Training Officer Tim Lyon Training@guildford-iam.org.uk  

Non-Sunday Run Manager Clive Heavens NSRManager@guildford-iam.org.uk  
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CONTACT 
•  
•                                                  @IAMgroup  

 
 

 
facebook.com/guildfordiam                      

•  
GAM Website: www.guildford-iam.org.uk   

(website devised and managed by Guildford Advanced Motorists (GAM). 
 
 
 
Location for our GAM Sunday runs: 
Guildford Borough Council Woking Road Depot, Guildford, GU1 1QE 
 
 

 

 
 
 


